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Curriculum Policy

Policy Statement
Wickselm House is an alternative provision that is committed to providing a safe, inclusive, and nurturing learning environment for children and young people aged 5 to post-16. Our provision operates within a low demand, child-led framework, underpinned by trauma-informed approaches and the PACE model (Playfulness, Acceptance, Curiosity, Empathy).
Our curriculum is designed to be flexible, differentiated, and responsive, ensuring every child’s learning needs, interests, and potential barriers are addressed. We work alongside children to achieve the outcomes outlined in their Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs), tracking progress and providing evidence to commissioning bodies as required.
We aim to:
· Promote engagement, confidence, and independence.
· Provide a broad, balanced, and inclusive curriculum that meets statutory guidance and national standards for alternative provision.
· Support the personal, social, and emotional development of all learners.
· Offer accredited pathways that recognise achievements and progress.
· Promote an outdoor ethos where children can feel safe, heard, and valued, connecting with animals and nature.

Curriculum Principles
Our curriculum is guided by the following principles:
Child-led and Low Demand Learning
· Learning activities are accessible and engaging, respecting each child’s pace and preferred mode of engagement.
· Opportunities for choice, self-expression, and agency are embedded across all aspects of provision.
· All adults adopt a child-led and low demand approach, prioritising emotional regulation, sense of safety, and a child’s window of tolerance, ensuring access to learning is possible and sustainable.
Trauma-Informed Practice
· All staff are trained in trauma-informed approaches and the PACE model.
· Relationships, emotional safety, and consistent support are prioritised alongside academic development.
Thematic-Based Curriculum
· Class lead teachers plan fortnightly themes using a medium-term theme plan.
· Themes are cross-curricular and experiential, integrating practical, multi-sensory learning activities.
· Each day includes up to four hands-on, multi-sensory learning activities relating to the fortnightly theme.
Core Subject Learning
· Class lead teachers plan and prepare reading, writing, and maths activities tailored to each child’s individual attainment levels.
· Activities are selected, where possible, to match a child’s interests, encouraging engagement and motivation in learning.
Differentiation and Individual Learning
· Learning is tailored to each child’s individual learning needs.
· Small group “baserooms” are the primary setting for learning, with alternative quiet spaces provided when required.
· Reasonable adjustments and alternative recording methods are offered to remove barriers to participation.
· We follow the outcomes outlined in each child’s Provision Plan and EHCP (if applicable), working alongside them to achieve these outcomes.
Community Engagement
· Planned educational trips provide opportunities to access the wider and local community.
· Activities support real-world learning and experiential development.


· Our curriculum extends beyond the classroom, providing opportunities for young people to engage with the local agricultural community and offer farm-based animal care opportunities.

Curriculum Structure
Thematic Learning
· Fortnightly themes provide the core structure for learning across all age groups.
· Themes integrate practical, sensory, and creative activities to support engagement and skill development.
· Examples include nutrition and cookery, community, environment, science exploration, arts, and life skills.
· Engagement and progress in thematic learning and child-led projects are documented weekly through online Tapestry Journals, which are shared with parents and, where relevant, commissioning schools.

Core Subjects
· Reading, writing, and maths are planned and differentiated based on each child’s attainment and learning profile.
· Activities aim to combine skills development with interests, ensuring motivation and engagement.
· Learning is delivered in a supportive, low demand, child-led way, ensuring children’s emotional regulation and sense of safety are prioritised.

Accredited Learning Pathways
Alongside our adapted, thematic curriculum, Wickselm House offers a range of accredited and recognised learning pathways. These pathways are carefully selected to be flexible, accessible, and appropriate for our children and young people.
AQA Unit Award Scheme (UAS)
The AQA Unit Award Scheme (UAS) provides a highly flexible accreditation route designed to recognise small steps of progress and meaningful engagement in learning.
· UAS units are available from Entry Level to Level 2 and are teacher-assessed, removing the pressure of formal examinations.
· Units can be completed individually or built into a wider programme of learning, allowing staff to adapt delivery to each child’s needs, pace, and emotional readiness.

· Achievement is recorded through portfolios of evidence, which may include photographs, observations, written work, creative outputs, and practical demonstrations.
· The scheme is particularly well suited to children and young people who may struggle with traditional assessment models, supporting confidence, motivation, and sustained engagement.
Units can be selected to reflect a wide range of areas, including:
· Personal and social development
· Emotional health and wellbeing
· Independence and life skills
· Employability and work-related learning
· Creative and expressive activities
The UAS enables children and young people to experience success, build self-esteem, and gain recognised outcomes that reflect their individual learning journey. Upon completion of each unit, an accredited certification is provided and documented in each child and young person’s AQA folder. 

ASDAN Short Courses
ASDAN Short Courses provide practical, real-world learning opportunities that support independence, wellbeing, and life skills development.
· Courses are flexible and modular, allowing learners to complete short units that can be adapted to individual interests and abilities.
· Learning is hands-on and experiential, aligning well with our thematic and multi-sensory curriculum model.
· Assessment is portfolio-based, evidencing learning through practical activities, reflection, and supported discussion.

ASDAN Short Courses offered may include:
· Cooking and food preparation
· Money management and budgeting
· Rights, responsibilities, and citizenship
· Health and wellbeing
· Animal care and environmental awareness
These courses promote engagement, encourage practical skill development, and support learners to build confidence in everyday tasks and decision-making.

Functional Skills Preparation (Level 1 & Level 2)
Functional Skills preparation supports learners to develop the essential English and Maths skills required for further education, training, apprenticeships, and independent living.
· Learning is carefully differentiated, personalised and scaffolded, based on each child’s current attainment, learning profile, and emotional readiness.
· Preparation focuses on practical, real-life applications of literacy and numeracy.
· We offer exam-style support to prepare our young people’s expectation.
· English learning supports reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills, while Maths focuses on number, measures, problem-solving, and financial understanding.
Functional Skills preparation helps learners to:
· Build confidence in everyday communication and numeracy
· Develop skills required for college courses and apprenticeships
· Increase independence in daily life and future employment
Delivery remains low demand and child-led, ensuring emotional regulation and engagement are prioritised, with progression towards accredited outcomes supported at an appropriate pace.



Teaching and Learning Approaches
· Learning is hands-on, multi-sensory, and experiential, with a focus on engagement over formality.
· Staff adopt child-led strategies, offering support, scaffolding, and extension based on need.
· Emotional regulation and safety are central: adults ensure the child’s window of tolerance is maintained to allow meaningful access to learning.
· Learning is regularly reviewed, with adjustments made to ensure accessibility and relevance.
· Assessment is formative, flexible, and strengths-based, celebrating small achievements and progress.

Inclusion, Differentiation and Accessibility
· Learning is adapted to meet individual learning profiles, including social, emotional, and cognitive needs.
· Reasonable adjustments and alternative recording methods are provided to ensure access for all.
· Quiet or low arousal learning environments are available for children who require them.
· Small group and one-to-one support are used to scaffold learning and maximise participation.

Curriculum Monitoring and Evaluation
· Class lead teachers are responsible for planning, resourcing, and delivering our broad and adapted curriculum.
· Teaching support assistants support the class lead teacher in the delivery of activities and scaffold reasonable adjustments for children and young people. 
· Leadership monitors:
· Engagement levels
· Skill development and achievement

· Progress towards Provision Plan and EHCP outcomes
· Participation in community-based learning
· Regular evaluation ensures the curriculum remains responsive, relevant, and high-quality, in line with NSAP standards.
· Progress within each young person’s curriculum learning is monitored through our bespoke Curriculum Progress Tracker, while engagement in learning is recorded via our bespoke Engagement in Learning Log. Together, these systems provide robust evidence of progress and participation for commissioning bodies when required.

Compliance
This policy ensures that Wickselm House meets the Non-School Alternative Provision National Standards, including:
· Provision of broad and balanced curriculum.
· Individualised learning based on assessed needs and EHCP outcomes.
· Accredited learning opportunities for skill recognition and progression.
· Safe, supportive, and trauma-informed learning environments.

Please also refer to our Post-16 Curriculum Policy.

This policy was reviewed on 03.02.2026 and will be updated annually. 
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