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Recycling and Waste Management Policy and Procedures

Wickselm House is committed to promoting environmental responsibility and sustainability. We recognise the importance of effective waste management and recycling in protecting the environment and educating children and young people about responsible citizenship. This policy outlines how waste is managed within our setting and how sustainability is embedded into daily practice and the curriculum.


Aims
· To minimise waste sent to landfill
· To maximise recycling and reuse wherever possible
· To manage waste safely and responsibly
· To educate children and young people about the importance of recycling and environmental care
· To model sustainable practices across the setting

Waste Management Procedures
General Waste and Recycling
· Biffa is used for the collection of:
· General (non-recyclable) waste
· Mixed recycling (excluding glass)
· Waste is sorted appropriately into clearly labelled bins to ensure correct disposal.

Glass Waste
· All glass waste is collected separately.
· Glass recycling is managed through the local authority glass collection service.
· Glass is stored safely and securely to prevent injury.

Food Waste
· Food waste is managed responsibly to reduce environmental impact:
· Suitable food waste is placed on our on-site compost/muck heap.
· Where appropriate and safe, food waste is fed to our animals, including:
· Guinea pigs
· Rabbits
· Hens
· Tortoises
· Food waste is NEVER fed to pigs under any circumstances.
· All animal feeding follows appropriate welfare, hygiene, and safety guidance, overlooked by our Animal Management Team.

Education and Learning
We actively teach children and young people about recycling and sustainability through:
· Curriculum-based lessons linked to environmental awareness
· Circle time and WOW time discussions
· Visual prompts such as posters and labels around the setting
· Encouraging practical involvement in recycling, composting, and caring for animals

These approaches help children understand the impact of their actions and encourage positive environmental behaviours.

Sustainable Purchasing and Upcycling
· Wherever possible, we purchase recycled or environmentally friendly products.
· We actively reuse and upcycle materials within the setting to reduce waste.
· This includes creative reuse of materials such as cardboard for activities with use of our Beaver Bot.


· Children are encouraged to take part in upcycling projects to develop creativity and sustainability awareness.

Roles and Responsibilities
· All staff are responsible for following this policy and supporting children in correct waste disposal.
· Children are encouraged to take responsibility in appropriate waste disposal and reuse.
· Leadership ensures waste management services are reviewed regularly and that the policy is implemented effectively.

Health and Safety
· Waste is stored and disposed of in line with health and safety requirements.
· Staff supervise children during recycling and composting activities.
· Sharp, hazardous, or contaminated waste is managed separately and safely.



This policy will be reviewed annually or sooner if waste management arrangements change or new guidance is issued. Policy last updated: January 2026.
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